
Public Affairs Mass 
Communication Specialist



Welcome to The MPAD!



What Does a 46S Do?

10 Weeks of Basic

87 Training Days in AIT

107 ASVAB: GT

As an Army Public Affairs Mass 
Communication Specialist, you’ll 

supervise and assist administration of 
Army public affairs programs by 

researching, preparing, and distributing 
news releases, articles, web-based 
material, and photographs on Army 

personnel and activities.

You’ll gather information within your unit 
and around the Army, you’ll develop ideas 

for news articles, arrange and conduct 
interviews, write news releases, feature 

articles and editorials, and conduct media 
training.



Skills You’ll Learn

Public Relations

Media and Communications

Writing and Researching



MPAD’s Brief History

The 29th Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment (MPAD) was officially 
formed as a unit in 1971, under the 
command and control of the Joint 

Force Headquarters located in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

The 29th MPAD has provided 
unparalleled public affairs support to 

America's Armed Forces deployed 
worldwide.

Content Writer Journalist Final Consumer Mission in Focus



Egypt

October 2001 November 2003 
– August 2004

Overseas Deployments

October --
November 2001

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina

Poland

Kosovo 
and 

Bosnia

Iraq

January – July 
1996

January –
October 2011



DINFOS Curriculum

Command information, 
news articles, social media 

Camera Op, editing, 
storytelling techniques, 

metadata, captions

Develop script, audio 
techniques,  prepare 

interview environment

Using proper exposure, 
composition, focus, 

storytelling techniques, 
applied writing

Videography, graphic design

Communication 
Fundamentals

Photography 
Fundamentals Video Fundamentals

Applied Photography Applied 
Communication

Multimedia 
Storytelling

Community and media 
engagement, compose 

narratives



Preferred News Platform (Feb 2022)

45%

12%

17%Online-only News 
Sites

News network

Social Media

10%Newspaper

Age Range: 18-34



Preferred News Platform (Feb 2022)

Newspaper Social 
Media

News 
Network

Online-
only News 

Sites

9% 44% 18% 16%

Age Range: 35-44



Preferred News Platform (Feb 2022)

Social Media

Newspaper

Online-only 
News Sites

Network 
News

Despite being red, Mars 
is actually a cold place. 
It’s full of iron oxide dust

Saturn is a gas giant, 
composed mostly of 
hydrogen and helium

Venus has a beautiful 
name and is the second 

planet from the Sun

Jupiter is a gas giant and 
the biggest planet in the 
Solar System

33%

10%

20%

32%

Age Range: 45-64



Preferred News Platform (Feb 2022)

Newspaper

Network News

Social Media

Online-only News Sites

21% 41% 24% 20%

Age Range: 65+



NEWS



A Preview Into What We Do…





Possible Careers

Public Relations Specialist: 
$62,800 annual / $30.19 per 

hour 

Film and Video Editors and 
Camera Operators: $60, 360 

annual / $29.02 per hour

Broadcast, Sound, and Video 
Technicians: $49,050 annual 

/ $23.58 per hour

Photographer: $38,950 
annual / $18.73 per hour 40

50

60

63



● https://www.statista.com/statistics/717651/most-popular-news-platforms/


